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their own fortunes, win the day eimply by the 
force of inevitable progress. Some of the domi- 
nant characters in the book are of the Quaker 
persaasion, to whieh denomination we believe the 
author belongs, ami tlie pictures of the very day 
life of thisshnple and pecuUar people, is, certain- 
ly, very interesting. 

There are some verj- strong situations. in the 
book, of which the most is made, not in a-hlghly 
Colored melodi'amailc way, but in the strength 
Of natural and unvarnished simplicity. 

The incident of the murder of Drury is strong 
tnd telling, the implication by circumstantial 
iBvidence of the most unlikely person in the world, 
and his subsequent acquittal through the agency 
or a dream, dreamed ten thoueand miles away, is 
well managed, and is perfectly within the range 
Of possibility. It matters not that the theories 
which support such a possibility are open to doubt, 
6,nd contrary .to common sense, and are opposed 
by grave and high authorities, authenticated in- 
stances to support them, exceptions they may be, 
cannot be ignored although they may be doubted 
and disputed. 

There are many charming characters in the 
book, and there are none, .whatever may be then: 
tBccentricltles, of which we do not rind the type in 
our every day life. The work is simply, strongly 
tad elegantly written, and is so well constructed, 
that the interest of the reader is excited until 
the close. 

Cc'NTSY Quarters. A Love Story. By the 
Comitess of Blessington, T. B. Peterson &Bros., 
I tiladelpliia. 

The incidents of this Love story, as the title 
suggests, sijrings out of the advent of an English 
Eegiment la an Irish town. Lady Blessington, 
an Irish woman by birth, has not spared her 
country men or woman, in her delineation' of the 
national character. She has taken- tlie good cha- 
racteristics with the bad, but she has noi failed 
to make us love the wild impulsive Irish girl with 
all her faults, which are more of 'circumstance 
than heart. Her scenes of Irish social life are 
broatUy and vividly drawn, and have the genuine 
Wng ©Irreality. The story is by no means artfully 
Worked; there are bat few complications, and 
mysteries of a bewildering character there are 
none: but, nevertheless, it is so well managed, 
that through the common places ot every day'life, 
the interest ot the story is sustained without di- 
minution to the'end. 

Lady Blessington is a somewhat severe censor 
ol her own sex. She presents to us some very 
hard and unloveable portraits ot woman; but we 
are bound to accept them because w6 recognize 
the typos and know them to exist. JBut she has 
bailan33d them with some exquisite likenesses of 
woman, warm, gentle, tender and true, in whom 
we recognize mothfer, wife or sister. Her cha- 
racters are numerous and varied, and they are 
strongly and vivi.Uy marked. They are merely 
flesh and blood, they are not heroes nor princes; 
they are simply on a level with life as it is, and 
the reader will tacitly rejoice in discovering cer- 
tain traits which are far from hei'oic in their order, 
which he acknowledges himself to be possessed 
ol, and which are common to the whole human 
lamily, whether it be in the circles Of the rich, or 
in the neighbourhoods of the pooi". 



There are platitudes ' and some verbosity in the 
book, and perhaps, a little too much prominence 
given to the subordinate details;- but the life pic- 
ture is so true, the individualities are so admirably 
hit off, and there is, so much genuine vim in the 
delineation of the traits ot character, that we ac- 
knowledge ourselves to have been very much 
pleased with the story, and strongly interested in 
the denoument. ' 

OoB MoTOAt Fbibnd. Author's Edition. T. B. 
Peterson & Bros., PliUadelphia. 

• The publishers ol the "Author's American Edi- 
tion of blcken's" commenced last month the 
issue of a new serial edition of the works of that 
distinguished writer. T. B. Peterson & Bros., 
claim that they, in connection with Harper Bros., 
publish the only edition ot Charles Dicken's works 
that pays anything to the author. For the pri- 
vilege of priority of publication, they have paid 
Mr. Dickens thousands of dollars. For "Our 
Mutual Frieud" alone they paid the author five 
thousand dollars in gold. ' This is a liberal busi- 
ness arrangement; just to the author and hono- 
rable to the publishers, and cannot be too high!y 
commended. ^ 

This edition when completed will contain over 
five hundred illustrations, by the best English ar- 
tists. The first volume, which contains "Our Mu- 
tual Friend, "complete, is a handsome volume, and 
is a sample of the whole set. It is printed in large 
type, so that all can read it without difficulty or 
eye-straining, upon good paper, and the illustra- 
tions of the incidents are spirited and .full of 
character. 

This edition is calculated for general circulation 
as the price, one dollar and twenty-five cents, 
brings .it within the reach of all. The second 
volume will be issued this month, and will con- 
tain "David Copperfield," complete. 

The Crescent Mokthlt, New Orleans. Wm. 
ISvelyn & Co. 

This well conducted magazine, is now in its 
second voluine, and as we understand, meeting 
with so much success, that it may now be consid- 
ered as a permanent institution. It contains a 
large amount of original matter, contributed by 
some ot the best writers ot the south, with some 
selected matter of high character. The conten's 
of the March number are "A Night Adventure on 
the Hoogly ;" " Kilbd," a charming poem by Ma- 
tilda Ed wai'ds ; ' ' The Portrait of Stonewall Jack 
son;" "Jean Ingelow;" "My old Cham Tom 
Atherton;-' "Petofi, the Hungarian Poet;" "Ex- 
tracts A'om a Literary Note-book;" "Judith;" 
"Woodworth;" "The Broken Vase;" "The 
Brides Secret;" "Literateuraof the South ;-^ "The 
Conventional Laws of Society ; ■' "A Chapter on. 
Puns;" "The King of Abyssinia;" "A Fare- 
well;" Editorial Notes and Book-Notices, both 
truly and ably written. We suppose, that as 
soon as things brighten up in-the South, the ty- 
pographical department will be more" worthy of 
the literary contents. 



AB VANTAGES OF CULTIVATING THE FINEl 
%RTS TO A NATION. - 



Sir M. Av Shee, onCe President of the .Eoyal 
Academy^ Londdnj fipeakliig da this' subject, 
saidl ... 

" It should be the policy ot a gi'eat nation to 
be liberal and nlagniticcnt! tobetree of her r&» 
wards, splendid in her establishments, and gor-i 
geous in her public works. These are. not the 
expenges that sap and mine the foundations of 
public prosperity, that break in on the capital, 
or lay waste the income of a state; they may be 
said to arise in her most enlightened views of 
general advantage; to bo among her best and 
most profitable speculations. They producd 
large sums of respect from neighbors and compe^ 
titers, and of patriotic exultation among our« 
selves. They make men proud of thek country, 
and tt'om this pride, prompt in defending iti- 
They play upon all the chords ot generous feeling, 
elevate us above the animal, and make, us tri« 
umph in the powers, and' attributes ot men." 

Sir George Beaumont, while advocating the 
purchase of the Augenstein Collection, says: 

"My belief is that the Apollo, the Venus,- the 
Lascoon, &c'., are worth many thousands a yeoj? 
to the country that possesses them." When Par- 
liament was discussing the propriety of giving 
£60,000 for the collection, he said "Buy this col-" 
lection of pictures for the nation, and I will give 
you mine." And this he did, not as a bequest, 
but transferred them at once, only reserving one 
small gem, a household god, which he retained 
till his dea!th. This was a small landscape by 
Claude, with figures representing Hagar and her 
Child, and he was so much attached to it that he 
carried it with him as a constant traveling com- 
panion. The value of this collection is $350,000. 



MUSICAL GOSSIP. 



The telegrapher who announced the departure 
IVom Sweden of a Lapland family with their hut, 
sleigh, and stuffed reindeer, (renne) announced 
"and stufl"ed wile, " (femme. ) 

Mons. Litre is dangerously ill. 



A grand l.yrical and symphonic work by Ciinie* 
witz, called "la Captivite Babylionienne," was 
performed at Lemberg, last month. It has ten 
parts or divisions, and when directed by the au- 
thor, on that occasion, is said to have obtained a 
legitimate success. 

The conservatory of muslc,proposed at St. Pe^ 
tersburg under A. Ilubenstein's direction is re-" 
ported as prospering. The Emperor has granted, 
it a palace and other facilities intended to pro-^ 
mote Itg general utility. 

Stockhausen gives up the direction of Ham-- 
burg's Philharmonic concerts f.r some unex- 
plained ciuse. 

The severe influenza which ha? p;'evailed m 
Berlin and other German cities, during this win-* 
ter affected several operatic artists seriously. 

De Murska, Bottelheim, Erauss, Dustmann and 
Ferenczj' — a tenor — are reported as disabled by 
it from performance at present. 

Wachtel is now reported as renewing his' en- 
gagement at Berlin's Royal Opera for the exten- 
sive term ot five years with liberal allowance of 
salary and vacation. The report that he intended 
Laving Berlin for Paris and subsequently lor 
America is now declared to be premature. 

At Florence in La Pergola they have given 
"Faust" in a satisfactory manner, and Meyer-, 
beer's "Dinorah" is contemplated with M'lle 
Maesen from Le Lyrique as the fieroine. Carlotta 
Patti made a sensation there in conccirt perfor- 
mance with Ascher's waltz and Lescaut's comio " 
song, but did not attain the exalted praise whicli 
previous report had accorded her in other cities. 
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Prom Rome comes reported success for Cag- 
noni's new opera — '-'-Amoi 6trappole,''^cliieny 
lor a trio of'bassi. 

"B. Trovatore"' a Milan journal asserts that 
"Verdi is not satislled with the principal artists 
tbrhis "Don Carlos" at L'Academie. 

That opera had b^ la^t, advices received sev- 
eral fall reheaijsttls'biit. no poSsitiv^ annouijce- 
inent of its first pef lormanee appears" in Parisian 
journals. They iutimate doubts in respect to any 
definite period when anticipation, shall become 
reality and the merits of "Verdi's last grand opera 
ascertained. , 

At Madrid's Orient theati-e " L' AMcaine" Was 
performed last jnbnth'in ma;^nlficJrit" style with 
Sonnieri, Carozzi-Ziicchi, Nauain, Bonnebee, Me- 
deric, Padorani sind Boccera as principals. 

That irenowned opera had complete success 
with Lyons on its first performance there, with 
Mraes. Meillet and Sallai-d and Wicart in three 
principal roles. 

Parisian wits quiz the rival "Sardanapale " au- 
thors — M'me de Maistre and Joncieres — respect- 
ing their success in gaining Carvalho's favor, bat 
Madame denies that she ever (isked him to pi o- 
duce her version of that story, as L' Academic 
was preferred as the house in which to produce it. 

Intense report is made to Parisian journals re- 
garding the furore excited at Madrid's Orient thea- 
tre, by a recent performance of "II Trovatore," 
with Pence, Borghi-Mamo.Fraschini and Bonnehee 
as principals. 

Anew opera by Signor Baur, called "I Due 
Fidanzate," is credited with real success at Turin's 
Victor Emmanuel' theatre. Italian journals de- 
clare it positively, but their jadgmeut has too 
often proved fallacious. 

M'Ue -Battu, succeeds Marie Sasse as. Selika 
now that Sasse is occupied with the chief role in 
"Don Carlos." 

M'me Maudit and Villaret were successfully em- 
ployed in "La Jiiive" whileL'Academie pre- 
pared for that opera, He claims to create the 
gireat tenor role in Roussolot's ' 'Captive, " which is 
speedily to astonish Marseilles. 

At LeLyrique they rehearse "Romeo et Juliet," 
vigorously. M'me Carvalho will be the Juliet and 
Michot the Romeo. The expected debutante— 
M'lle Schwede, had sufl'ered from la-grivpe and 
two operas were thus delayed. • ' Der Preisclmtz, " 
and " Lc Roi de Bohetne. 
_ Rossini had an ovation at la Caserne desCeles- 
tius when his q,Tand hymn for the Paris exhibition 
was rehearsed under M. Paulu's direction. He 
expressed unqualified satisfaction with the per- 
formance. 

G-evaert has been appointed by M. Perrin direc- 
tor of music at L' Academic under the new ar- 
rangement. ■ ■ 

Parisian critics notice favorably Pessart's can- 
tata— "Dalila," as performed at L' Opera Com- 
ique, on a benefit occasion. 

Correspondence from Madrid to Parisian jour- 
nals dilates upon the unrivalled wealth of princi- 
pal talent engaged at the Orient theatre. Ten 
prime donne, four tenors, four baritones, and four 
basses are enumerated as perfornung tiere, each 
of high artistic rank. 

Geneva was more struck by the mise en scene 
civeni to "L' Atricainc," than by its principal 
singers, on witnessing the first production of that 
opera. 

Leipsic's new theatre has cost 527,000 thalers. 

Alfted Jaeli is traversing Gei-many with re- 
markable professional success. No mention is 
made of a trip beyond sea. 

The coil at La ScaTa about choral rishts and 
compensation has been settled by friendly inter- 
position. 

A grand programme is given by Le Menestrel 
of the musical arrangements for the Paris exhibi- 
tion. ' Over the first section which comprises the 
concerts given wi;h orchestra and chorus, F. Da- 
vid presides, / 



The second— festival and orpheonic meetings will 
be superintended by Ambrose Thomas, and the 
third— fanfares and military music ' by Gen. 
Melli^Ch. 

Fetis will provide over historical concerts. Each 
section has a large'and well selected' committee. 

The concerts at Rossini's house and the Prin- 
cess Mathilde's grand salons engage most eulo- 
gistic notice Iroim Parisian journa'is. So are those 
given by Legouve and Dr. Mandi. The artists 
engaged in such were the best in Paris available 
for such recherche occasions. Many other select, 
concerts are enumerated in that same week, and 
Paris would seem to be alive to music even with 
ia grippe to annoy singers and their public. 

London musical journals dilate upon the mar- 
vellous pertbrraances of Joachim at the Monday 
Popular concerts and many eulogise Mme. Schu- 
munn highly for her planism there displayed. 
Chorley however, dissents strongly trom her praise. 
."He boldly remarks." On Monday, Madame Schu- 
mann appeared as pianist, in fullest possession 
of all her powers, and was enthusiastically re- 
ceived by a crowded audience. Our opinion of 
this lady has not to be re-stated. "Without ques- 
tion she is a great musician, and understands 
thoroughly what she undertakes to do; but we 
find her reading frequently unrefined, under pre- 
text of Ireedom, and cannot like her manner of 
ex'ebuiion. The pianoforte is an instrument to 
be played with, not pounded on; and let the 
amount of power be what it will, the grace of poe- 
try miist harmonize it (especially when the player 
is of gentle sex), otherwise the exhibition tends 
towards an egotistic display of finger, and wrist, 
and elbow. Madame Schumann's playing on 
Monday was not, to our thinking, remarkable, 
save as proving her familiarity with the music 
she produced, and her habits of impressing her 
audience by a show of tervor. This unpalatable 
-impression must be put on record, for the sake 
of every man, woman, and child whom "pianoforte 
playing concerns; and the more readily because 
there is no chance of its disturbing the success of 
an engagement of a real musician, a good wife 
and d'ovoted mother. That public opinion is not 
with us was clearly evident the other evening." 

The Sacred Harmonic Society gave Haydn's 
"Creation," with Mme. Sherrington, Cummings 
and Poll as principals, to very general satisfac- 
tion, but the National Choral Society were less 
fortunate with a miscellaneous programme, their 
choral povformance not suiting critical judgment 
or satisfying theur public. 

The New Phi'.harmonic's second soiree brought 
forward a new stringed quartet by J. Lea Sum- 
mers, which proved a decided success, every 
movement being applauded heartily. The vocal 
and instrumental performance was in other re- 
spects very agreeable. 

Howard Glover's new operetta is shortly to be 
produced in London at some metropolitan 
theatre. 

Sims Reeves encountered a crying child in a 
Glasgow concert hall, and had a severe hissing 
because he would not sing to such an obligate. 
He finally triumphed, however, over all opposi- 
tion, and excited his accustomed furore by his 
admirable use of a rarely beauiiiiil voice. 

The old Philharmonic commence their concerts 
under their new conductor, W. G. Cusins, on 
March lltli. They give seven concerts, the last 
on July 11th, and "will produce new overtures by 
Sullivan and Gounod, besides the now complete 
symphony of Bennett. 

John Barnett's two daughters are glorified by 
report ft'om Genoa for then; performance in Doni- 
zetti's " Maria Padllla," and two other English 
girls are lauded by correspondence fl-om Cologne 
tor their great musical progress at the Conserva- 
toire dii-ected by P. Hiller. , 

Gye has concluded not to attempt nightly per- 
formance ol Italian opera next season, as London 
cuatoms oppose such an expansive Opera season 
and the performances lacking complete rehearsal 
would mevltablyfprove unsatisfactory. 



The Opera school has been relinquished at 
Vlenna.having no practical benefit upon aspirants 
for operatic distinction. 

Auber's most recent musical compositions, are 
the new ballet music. for "Masaniello" and the 
andante for Patti in Rosina's music lesson. Ho 
is writih" a new opera ibr the Parisian stage. 

Reinecke's pianoforte concerts is decreed by 
London critics as dry, truitless, and without a 
genuine musical inspiration, from begirifinig to 
end. Manns is censured tbr producing it at his 
Crystal Palace concerts. 

He was probably consoled for that unfavorable 
judgment, by his^ selection as Professor Oake- 
ley's substitute to conduct the .annual concert 
given by Edinbm-g'fj University, thatnew.musical 
Proiessor being unable to perform his duty as di- 
rector. Oakeley's adversaries pounce upon this 
delegation to a well versed director as proof that 
he is .unquallBed tbr his place. 

Chorley in opposition to most critics, stoutly 
affirms that Mendelssohn's "Antigone"' music 
has never been so well given in London, £vs by H. 
Leslie's organization. He also rejoices over the 
acceptance by the Parisian dillettanti of that com- 
poser's "Athalie," when performed recently as 
"1' Athenee " and " le 'Conservatoire." 

He asserts the orchestra now engaged at the 
Alhambra to sm-pass any other theatrical band In 
London. ■ It has fitty-seven first class players and 
cots seven to eight thousand pounds annually. 
Such an expendiiure seems incredible even for a 
London entertainment palace but the managers 
card so asserts, positively. 

Gllmore a band master in Boston, does a good 
business with his concert organization which in- 
cludes many popular artists. Camilla Urso haSi 
played many times in those largely patronized 
entertainments during this season, and the more 
s!\e is heard the greater appeal's to be general de- 
sire to hear that finished violinist again. Her ac- 
ceptance with concert publics really surpasses 
precedent, and therefore engagements are ofl'ered 
more freely than she can possibly accept. She 
has, we learn made seven additional engagements 
beside these named in our last, to follow instantly 
upon that programme. • 

"We hear very favorable report of a concert given 
at Plainfleld, N. J. to inaugurate a now organ 
built tbr the Baptist Chuixh there by L. U. Stuart, 
of this city. That fine instrument as shown ofl" 
by Geo. V/. Morgan, realized hearty approval by 
all present. Both organ and player were enthu- 
siastically praised. Miss Rice, Mrs. Rogers, 
Ernest Perring, and Clark performed the vocal 
part of the programme acceptably. 

Plainfleld has seldom had such a musical" feast 
as on that occasion. 
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TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY CONCERT, 

SUNDAY, March 17, at S o'clock. 

L. F. HAUEKON DU'OCtor. 

First appoaiamco of tlio favorito Prima Donna, 

MLLE. PAULINE CANISSA. 

First appearance of tho celebrated Organist this season ! 

MR. G. yf. MORGAN, 

Together with the following eminent Artists: 

Mr. CABIi nOSA, Violinist, 

Mr. 3. B. MILLS, Pianist, 

Mr. Q. W. COLBY, Accompanist, 
Mr. THEODOKE THOMAS, Conductor, and Ms 
FULL OBGHESTIiA.. 
Tickets Fifty Cents. Eoservod Seats 60 cents extra. 



